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                         POETS AND PANCAKES 

 

 

Short Answer Questions 

 

1. All this shows that there was a great deal of national integration long before A.I.R. and 

Doordarshan began broadcasting programs on national integration. Explain. 

 

The heads and the subordinates of the make-up department were from various parts of India. 

There was no preference to any state or language or religion. Anyone could be the head. 

Once there was a Bengali as the head of this department. He was succeeded by a 

Maharashtrian who was assisted by a Dharwar Kannadiga, an Andhra, a Madras Indian 

Christian, an Anglo-Burmese and the local Tamils. 

 

2. Why did the author pray for crowd shooting? 

 

Like many of the other staff who believed that Asokamitran was doing next to nothing in the 

Gemini Studios the Office Boy too used to advise him for hours. When the author was tired 

of his unending epics, he used to pray for a crowd shooting to which the Office Boy 

assigned. 

 

3. Subbu excelled as an actor too. Discuss. 

 

Subbu was a good actor. He was able to act better than the lead actors yet never wished to 

take any lead roles in any movie. 

 

4. How did Subbu surpass the office boy despite his limitations? 

 

The office boy in the makeup department was always ahead of Subbu in the beginning, 

especially in education, having influential people to support. But he ended up where he 

began while Subbu ascended the steps to the maximum height and surpassed the Boy. 

 

5. The staff of the Gemini Studios attributed Subbu’s success to his being a Brahmin. Why? 

 

Most of the staff of the Gemini studios was unhappy with Subbu. His amazing influence on 

the Boss and the consequent privileges he enjoyed made them feel jealous of him. So, 

instead of accepting his talents, they consoled themselves by attributing his fortunes to be a 

Brahmin. 
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Long Answer Question 

 

Q. Taking a careful reading, one sees the tremendous struggle that Asokamitran underwent 

to surface as a writer par excellence. Discuss. 

 

For Asokamitran training himself as a writer was passion. When he was working at Gemini 

Studios his job was to cut newspaper clips and magazine as he was a news record keeper.  

He was laughed at by the rest of the staff and was advised by some to seek a profession that 

fit him .  

Asokamitran had a drudge that nothing could weaken – he was determined to rise in the 

world of people of his kind: writers. Among those members of the Gemini staff who was 

embarrassed and confused at Stephen Spender’s lost speech was there none as embarrassed 

and confused as Asokamitran. It was all because of his literary ambitions that he was able to 

know more about Spender and his literary traits and political views as well as the unknown 

communist inclinations of the boss of one of India’s foremost movie factories.  

Asokamitran’s language that we read in the extract, Poets and Pancakes, is amazing as an 

Indian author and there is no doubt that he acquired it as part of his quest for perfection as a 

writer. He quite poignantly narrates his participating in a short story contest organized by 

the Encounter for which he spent considerable time and money. On reading the name of the 

editor, Stephen Spender, he feels like getting his lost brother back. 

 

 

 

 


